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SOME LETTERS FROM THE DREER COLLECTION 
OF MANUSCRIPTS. 

Cecil Calvert to Horatio Sharp. 

London June 12 th . 1755. 

Sir 

Y™. of the 10 th . of April, by way of Philadelphia I have 
rec d . It is a concern to my Lord to understand from 
You the Lower House have shewn so little Begard to 
His Lord ps Instruction for an Amendm*. of the Inspec- 
tion Tobacco Law, (my Lord is Satisfy 'd you have done 
well you r part therein) . Obstinancy of Others ag\ the 
Superior Judgem*. well-advised and with Candour laid 
before a particular Community to Bectifye Mistakes, 
the Non-Compliance therewith is of the greatest con- 
sequence, as it Indangers much Harm to the whole 
Wellfare of a People. — It is with equal concern to him 
to know from you their Unwillingnessi & not to Grant 
Aid in Support & defence of their Self-preservation 
ag*. an Enemy to their King Country, & in offer so to 
Do to Infringe on their Lord's Eight, without any Con- 
sideration to him : My Lord doubts not of your Eecti- 
tude to him therein & that you will Abide & follow His 
Instructions with You, concerning Ordinary Licences — 

The Kingdom here Cry, Out shame on Pen a! their 

non-support of the injured Common Cause of their 
King & Country— I find by y rs . you have not since Gen- 
eral Bradock's arrival want'd Company at Annapolis, 
as it seems to a been the Place of General meeting for 
the Council of War — His Lord", is therein greatly 
pleased, as it Lusters Honour to his Province & to You 
His Governor & of money Advantage to his Metropolis. 
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It wou d . also be a great Satisfaction to him w\ he hopes 
to hear of y r . reaping Advantage by the means of the 
General for the Manifest Services you have rendered 
his Majesty ; may all Success attend His Troops under 
the General Conduct at Wills 's Creek & drive far off 
the French out of Mongahala Fort in the Ohio Country 
—His Lord", thinks it a Happiness that the Troops of 
His Provinces of w\ you mention are taken into the 
English Regiments & deemed by the General of Service 
in Support of the present Exigency of Affairs, & hopes 
the Province will not be wanting in the Increase of the 
remainder left of Forces. 

In my last I hinted to you ab\ a Complaint of One 
M r . Stewart a Contractor with the Goverm'. here for 
the Transportation of Felons, since w 4 . he has pre- 
sented the Proprietor with a Memorial w\ I here trans- 
mit you & an Extract Copy of His Case to M r . Murray 
Attor 7 General with a Copy of my Letter, his Lord" 
Answer relative to M r . Stewarts Memorial, w h . I hope 
will Quiet at least at present that affair — His Lord p 
desires I will Note to You & hopes you will have a pecul- 
iar Care How you let pass any Act of Assembly ag*. & 
in Face of An Act of Parliament here. 

I beg your Care of M r . Ross sending after all Ses- 
sions the Acts of Assembly the last Journals came 
without any of the Laws. 

I here Inclose You the Bill of Exch g . drawn by M rs . 
Mary Young you sent me of £46:18 with a Protest w\ 
I beg you'l favour me with a return as soon as possible, 
it will be of great service to me. 

All things are Quiet here. Admiral Boscawen has 
not been heard of since he Sailed to the "Westward. 
Nine Sail of the French are said to be return 'd into 
Brest, the Rest of their Fleet took their departure 
West with the Transports filPd with Troops. The Ad- 
miralty here are daily Commissioning more ships. 
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Twenty three Bide at Anchor at Spithead Complete 
of the Line. 

With peculiar Esteem 
Y r . very Obliged h ble Serv'. 
Cecil 3 : Calvert. 
Pos'. 

My Lord is Surprised at M r . Lloyd's detention of his 
money. Next Mich mas he will two years with'. aeco ng . 
w\ M r . Tasker annualy did. Pray Remind him it gives 
uneasyness 
To 
His Excellency Horatio Sharpe Esq r . 

Cecil Calvert to Horatio Sharp. 

London Nov r . 22 d . 1757. 
S". 

M r . Eus sell's ship on her departure affords me but 
time to Acknowledge from You by Cap*. Coolidge three 
Boxes contain 8 . The Acts of Maryland pass 'd by You at 
a Sessions of Assembly the 8 th . of April last — Draughts 
of His Lord" 3 , [torn out] us & a Bent-Boll Book of Ann 
Arundell County 1755. It seemes Exemplify 'd agree- 
able to Instruction, but the want of the Judges of the 
Land Office Atestation before You, with the Seal of 
the Land Office fix'd to the Book, as Stamps of Author- 
ity to any Court of Law. His Lord", desires you'l for- 
ward the Others, executed with proper Authority. 

An Irishman on viewing the Chart of Prince George's 
County, you sent, He said, done by my Country Man, 
Topsy-Turvy ! The Chart as it hangs, Patuxent Biver 
is S., Potomack Biver N. On the Globe is Vice Versa. 
Hang the Chart right as to Earth & Water N. & S., 
than all the written Characters are — Topsy-Turvy — 
The remark is to prevent Blunders, as to the remaind'. 
of Charts to be sent. 

I am with all respect 
Y ra . Sincerely 

Cecil 8 : Calvert. 
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Pos*. 

I wrote you y\ 7 th . April y 8 . 10 th of May y 6 23 d . Octf. 
Nov'. 18 th . inclosed His Lord" 8 . Inst" 8 . The 23 d . of Oct r . 
To reject the Virginia Petition & to insist on the whole 
Passage. I've rec d . a Let r . from M r . Jenkins Henry of 
the Council (inclosed in M r . Lloyd's Packet) chalenging 
a Debt on Acco*. of Charges attend 8 , the Execution on 
behalf of L d . Baltimore for runing the Line b\ Mary- 
land & Pennsylvania. I know not of it, nor have I time 
to write him please to inquire his Contents, on his 
transmitting me the Demand, I'll tender it to His Lord", 
my respects to him. S\ John Mordaunt its said by 
the Report of Inquiry to His Majesty concerning his 
Conduct on y 6 Expedition to Eochaf ord will suffer Dis- 
grace. I've not seen My Lord ab'. M r . W n's affair, 

but sure I think he will desist concerning; I will do 
every thing not to Effect you & shall take all Oppor- 
tunity of rendering you Service for y r . manifest ser- 
vices performed & mentioned in y rs . of the 1 st . of Aug*. 
I've rec d a Let r . from M r . Young, who I understand is 
Married to M r . Dulany's Sister, My Lord is satisfyed 
with y rs . & M r . Gaskin's Jun r . Notice of his insufficiency 
to be of the Council of State. M r . Lloyd's obstinacy 
will bring on him His Lord"' 8 . Instruction ab'. Exchang- 
ing Rent-Boll-Keeper of the "Western shore to y'. of the 
Eastern, w h . perhaps may Occasion his remove, in Case 
it shol d ., the Mess 1 " 8 . Tasker's will not be acceptable, 
My Lord having several reasons why not. I hear M r . 
Tasker Jun r . designs for England, M r . Bladen is am- 
bitious for his purpose, an attempt has been, I am 
steady to you ag*. all others Device ag\ you, Speak not 
of this Hint to any 8 Inclosed is the London Gazettee 
of the Glorious Victory Obtained by His Majesty of 
Prussia ag'. the Combined Army of France & Austria 
On the 5 th . of Nov r . this Instant near Weissinfels & 
Marreburg & Halle. 

To His ExcelK Horatio Sharpe Esq r . L\ Govern r . in 
Maryland. 
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Robert Dirwiddie to 



Williamsburg Jan y . 11 th : 1755. 
Sir 

The Bearer hereof M r Robert Calender brought me 
Your Bill on me for £497 . . 4 . . 6 which I immediately 
paid & this Day I received Yours of the 8 th : & I am much 
of Opinion that You had better meet Your Assembly 
& endeavour to persuade them to grant a further Sup- 
ply. The Packet by this Bearer was wrote some Days 
ago for M r . Wolstenholmes but he is not yet come from 
Hampton, to that Letter I pray to be referred. The 
Bearer also brings a Packet from England, which I 
wish safe to Your Hands. 

The Packets I have from England do not require the 
imediate meeting of our Assembly, as it is chiefly to 
endeavour to get a further Supply of Money, which I 
cannot at this Time expect, as they could not know at 
Home the last Vote of 20,000. 

Last Night S r . John S*. Clair arrived here, in His 
Majesty's Ship Gibralter; & with him two Lieut'. Col- 
onels for the two Eegiments to be raised to the North- 
ward, & they propose paying their Bespects to You 
soon. Sir John S'. Clair is appointed Quarter Master 
General of all the Forces ; he & I go to Hampton To- 
morrow Morning to provide an Hospital for the Forces 
expected from Ireland, which he say's may be daily 
expected to arrive; On his Return he proposes going 
for Wills 's Creek, to give some Directions for building 
Barracks for receiving the Troops expected. 

Therefore I conceive it very proper You should send 
Your Orders to Wills 's Creek, to direct so many People 
as may be wanted to Compleat that essential & neces- 
sary Business. 

I find that the two Regiments expected here are to 
be Compleated to 700 Men each, & a Supply from the 
Recruits raised in these Colonies of 400 Men. I have 
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agreed ■with, the Bearer for 100 Horses, Saddles, 
Bridles, Belts &c a . forty to be delivered at Wills 's 
Creek the first Week in Feb y . & Sixty the first of March; 
for -which he is to have 10 £ ^ Pss. & is to carry two 
hundred weight of Flour upon each Horse to be paid 
at the Market Prices. 
I wish You Health & Happiness & am 

Sir 
Your most obed'. Ser'. 

Rob'. Dinwiddie 
P : S : When You draw on me for Money I beg the 
Favour of a Letter as they are Strangers that bring 
the Notes. 

Robert Dvn/widdie to . 



London, April 9th 1764. 
Sir 

Tis a long time since I had the favour of a letter 
from you — Tho ' I frequently hear from your Brothers 
of your being in good health, yet a line from yourself 
wou'd be very acceptable — The Bearer hereof (Mr. 
Lee) who married the daughter of Mr. Russell, a mer- 
chant here, beg'd a letter from me to introduce him to 
your Excellency, which I readily complied with, as his 
behaviour here was very agreeable. I therefore recom- 
mend him to your wonted Civilities & friendship. 

Our Ministry here does not appear to be properly 
settled, the great men quarrelling for the lucrative em- 
ployments — This session of Parliament has been 
greatly engaged on our Colonies & think they should 
now be at the charge of paying & maintaing the Forces 
necessary for their protection against the Indians &c. 
Every person here acquainted with the Colonies repre- 
sented their Incapacity of bearing such Expence — They 
proposed a Stamp duty in general to all the Colonies — 
Arguments against all interior Duties were urged, as 
contrary to the plan of Settlement, that all Interior 
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duties ought to be laid by their own Legislative bodies. 
It is suspended for this year but thought it may be 
renew 'd next session of Parliament — Duties are laid 
on Melasses from the French Islands at 3 d p gallon, 
Wine imported f g p. Ton, and some other duties on 
goods imported to the Colonies, but as the Act is not 
yet published, I cannot be particular, but must refer 
you to your Brothers, and your Secretary Mr. Calvert. 

It will give me great pleasure to receive a Letter 
from you with the news in your part of the World, 
especially in regard to the Barbarities from! the In- 
dians — 

My Wife and Daughters join me in sincere Respects 
& hearty wishes for your health &c, and I remain in 
great truth 

Your Excellency's 
Most obed\ humble Serv 4 . 
Rob\ Dinwiddie 
P. S. I have been in a very 
bad state of health ever since 
my arrival here which obliges 
me to go twice a year to Bath. 



